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The CIA’s Place

. CIA's possibly operating as a law:

Richard Helms emerged from his’
cloister this week to deliver his first
public address since he became
director of the Central Intelligence
"Agency five years ago. What

“emerged with him was a reasoned

defense of the CIA’s objectives,

" none of it particularly new but all,
.- of it responsible: ‘

. !
- What did not emerge, of course,’

was any insight into how well the
CIA is meeting its objectives, be-
yond Mr. Helms' assurance that
“the quality of foreign intelligence’

. available to the U.S. government in

1971 is better than it has ever been
before.” Necessarily operating in
a clandestine world, the CIA’s boss
could hardly have gone further, thus
leaving it to the public “‘to a degree
(to) take it on faith that we too are
honorable men devoted to (the na-
tion's) service.” .

That's the way it has been since,
the CIA was established in 1947. It’s

“been hard to go along at times,

since the agency has on occasion
embarrassed the nation with er-
roneous information, seemingly at-
tempted to manipulate international
events, and exploited other groups
as fronts for its work. ’

Perhaps, though, past difficulties
have made the CIA more sensitive
to its public image. Fewer embar-

- rassments have come to light, at

any rate, under Mr. Helms,; though
we may never know whether this is.
the result of greater skill in cover-
ing up.or of keener sensitivity to the
CIA’S place in a democracy. -How-.
ever it may be, the director’s ad-
dress is testimony to his awareness
of that place: ‘“We propose to adapt
intelligence to American society,
‘not vice versa.” That specifically
includes, he notes, keepiifg out of
spying on American citizens, a re-

. straint which ought to be obvious

for an agency that holds no do-
“mestic security power. . .tz |
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The answer to fears about the'

unto itself lies in careful surveil-
Iance, not destruction. The surveil-
lance is the responsibility of the
National Security Council, some.
select members of Congress, and
other units of government. While
this means to Mr. Helms that the;
CIA is not its own master, it also’
calls for faith again—faith in the
watchdozs. '

Demccracy undeniably needs to
keep its eyes open around the world,
for its existence can depend on
alertness to threatening danger.
Thus the CIA's work, to quote Mr. |
Helms, “‘is necessary to permit this'
country to grow on in a fearscme |
world and to find its way into al
better and more peaceful one.”
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